TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
OCTOBER 12, 2026 DRAFT

The regular meeting of the Stafford Town Board was called to order at 7:30pm by Supervisor Clement with the following members present: Councilman Panek, Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer, Highway Superintendent Boldt and Town Clerk Radley.

Other present were, Beckett Swanson, Connie Carhart, Cathy Worthington, James Pontillo, Laura Pontillo, Andrew Darling, Richard Costa, Amy Swanson and Charlie Giacchino.
Councilman Panek made a motion to accept the Financial Report with corrections, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of September 14, 2026, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the Fire Department Report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Fire Department Report

Your Stafford volunteer fire department has  answered 41calls in the month of August, Included were many EMS calls, 3 structure fires, 4 MVA’s, 4 fire alarms/smoke investigations and 2 odors of gas.
The department members also completed 68 man hours of training in the month of August; included topics: semi sleeper rescue, drafting out of a port-a-tank, hose / hand-line training, small engine / battery tool maintenance. 
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information.
Tim Eckdahl 
Fire Chief 
Stafford Fire Department Inc
951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road 
PO Box 56 
Stafford NY 14143
Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Code Officer Report, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Code Enforcement/Zoning Report August 2026
Permits Etc.

#51-26	5541 Woodland Drive Area Variance					$75.00
#52-26	8610 Route 237 Site Plan Review					$75.00
#53-26	8642 Prole Road Shed							$35.00
#54-26	5478 Clinton Street Road Basement drainage			$35.00
#55-26 7912 Caswell Road - House Addition				$50.00
#56-26 6684 Randall Road Special Use Permit 				$75.00
#57-26 6372 Main Road Accessory Building					$75.00
#58-26 6400 Main Road Ag Barn						$25.00
#59-26 900 I Clipnock Road New House					$150.00


Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve the Assessor Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Assessor Report

OCTOBER 12, 2026            REPORT FROM ASSESSOR

Residents are starting to return their exemption renewal applications.  So far, it’s been a steady flow.

Cathy Worthington had questions regarding the FOIL process.

James Pontillo had concerns about item #11 on our agenda, the Code Officer was not present to address this issue. This will be addressed in the future.

Town Clerk reported that the Tentative Budget was received on September 23, 2026 following the Budget Workshop and distributed to the Board Members on that date.

Councilman Young made a motion to hold a Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget on November 9, 2026 at 7:00 pm, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Pacer spoke of the letter received by Beckett Swanson showing interest in shoveling and salting the walkways this winter. After a short discussion Councilman Pacer made a motion to hire Beckett Swanson at a rate of $22.00 per hour and be paid by voucher once a month, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Due to the absence of Code Officer Sinclair, the Godfrey’s Pond issue was tabled.

Councilman Panek discussed the possibility of hiring an IT company for the year 2027. After a lengthy discussion, the Town Clerk will talk to Hurricane Technologies to see if they would maintain the website and Millenium Computers to maintain all the other IT duties.

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to accept Resolution 40, to Accept Information from the Town of Bethany regarding a solar project, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 40					DATED: OCTOBER 12, 2026



RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT INFORMATION FROM THE TOWN OF BETHAY REGARDING A SOLAR PROJECT


WHEREAS the Town of Bethany has sent information regarding a Solar Project within the Town of Bethany and
THEREFORE, the Town of Stafford accepts the information sent from the Town of Bethany regarding a Solar Project within the Town of Bethany


Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by:  Councilman Pacer

Approved on a 5-0 vote.








Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 41 Official Undertaking of Municipal Employees, second by Councilman Duyssen  and approved on a Roll Call vote.

Councilman Panek			Yes
Councilman Young			Yes
Councilman Duyssen			Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement			Yes

RESOLUTION 41					DATED: October 12, 2026
OFFICIAL UNDETAKING OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS
WHEREAS various sections of New York State Town Law and Public Officer Law require that certain officials execute an Official Undertaking; and
WHEREAS we, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford hereby requires the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Town Justice, Town Justice Clerks, Bookkeeper, and Highway Superintendent to execute said Official Undertaking as required by law
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Stafford Town Board hereby approves the document entitled “Town of Stafford Official Undertaking of Municipal Officers” annexed hereto, as to its form and manner of execution, and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, THE Town does and shall maintain insurance coverage, in the sum of $500,000.00 for the Town Clerk/Tax Collector, $100,000.00 for the Deputy Town Clerks, $249,000.00 for the Court Clerks, $10,000.00 for the Highway Superintendent, Bookkeeper, and Town Justices to indemnify against losses through the failure of the officers, clerks, and employees covered thereunder faithfully to perform their duties or to account properly for all monies or property received by virtue of their positions or employment, and through fraudulent or dishonest acts committed by the officers, clerks and employees covered there under; and be it 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Official Undertaking containing the notarized signatures of those named municipal officials be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk, as well as the original copies of the insurance policies indicating the sufficiency of the sureties io indemnify the town against losses which may arise from failure of such officials to properly discharge their duties.
OFFERED BY:  Councilman Young
SECOND BY:    Councilman Duyssen
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Councilman Panek			Yes				
Councilman Young			Yes			
Councilman Duyssen			Yes			
Councilman Pacer			Yes			
Supervisor Clement			Yes		


CERTIFICATION
I, Barbara Radley, Town Clerk of the Town of Stafford, County of Genesee, and State of New York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the aforementioned Resolution duly Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford on the 12th of October 2026 with the original now on file in my office and the same is correct and true copy of said Resolution and the whole thereof.
DATED: October 12, 2026				Barbara Radley
								Town Clerk
(Seal)

Councilman Pacer made a motion to accept Resolution 42, the Town Board Accepts Information from Water District #14, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 42				DATED: October 11, 2026

STAFFORD TOWN BOARD ACCEPTS INFORMATION FROM
WATER DISTRICT # 14

WHEREAS the Town Board has received information regarding Water District #14  and,

WHEREAS the Town Board reviewed the information,

THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has reviewed the information and accepts the information for Water District #14.

Offered by:  Councilman Pacer
Second by:   Councilman Duyssen

Approved on a 5-0 vote

Councilman Panek made a motion to approved Resolution 43 To Schedule A Public Hearing Regarding 2% Tax Cap, second by Councilman and approved on a 5-0 vote.








TOWN OF STAFFORD RESOLUTION 43 TO SCHEDULE
A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING 2% TAX CAP


Adopted:  October 12, 2026

The Town Board of the Town of Stafford met at their regular board meeting at the Town Office located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York on the 12th day of October 2026, commencing at 7:30 P.M. and the following members were:
Present:          
 Supervisor 		Robert Clement	
Council Member	Robert Pacer
Council Member	James Duyssen
Council Member	Ronald Panek
Council Member	Terry Young	
Absent:           
	 
 WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and pursuant to Article 7, §104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law and under the given circumstance; and
WHEREAS Section 3-c of General Municipal Law, also known as the “Property Tax Cap,” provides that the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by or on behalf of any local government shall not exceed two percent (2%); and
WHEREAS, to adopt a budget that requires a tax levy greater than two percent (2%) for the coming fiscal year, the Town Board must first enact, by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the total voting power, a local law to override such limit for such coming fiscal year only; and  

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Stafford finds it in the best interest of the Town to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of such a local law. 

NOW ON MOTION OF Councilman which has been duly seconded by Councilman be it

RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford will hold a public hearing on the proposed amendment of said local law on the 9th of November, 2026 at 7:15pm, at which time all interested parties and citizens for or against the proposed amendment will be heard.

	
 Ayes: 5
Nays:   0

Quorum Present:     Yes	

Dated: October 12, 2026									                                                                               	

								Barbara Radley, Clerk
[SEAL]							Town of Stafford					

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve Resolution 44 Adopting the 2025 Genesee County Hazard Mitigation Plan, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 44					DATED: OCTOBER 12, 2026

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF STAFFORD ADOPTING THE 2025 GENESEE COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
WHEREAS the Stafford Town Board recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property within the Town of Stafford and;
WHEREAS the Stafford Town Board has prepared a multi-hazard plan, hereby known as the 2025 Genesee County Hazard Mitigation Plan in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and;
WHEREAS the 2025 Genesee County Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies mitigation goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property in Stafford from the impacts of future hazards and disasters and;
WHEREAS adoption by the Stafford Town Board demonstrates their commitment to hazard mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the 2025 Genesee County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE STAFFORD TOWN BOARD, STAFFORD, NEW YORK, THAT:
Section 1. In accordance with The Town of Stafford Town Board, The Town of Stafford adopts the 2025 Genesee County Hazard Mitigation Plan. This plan, approved by the community, may be edited or amended after submission for review, but will not require the community to re-adopt any further iterations. This only applies to this specific plan and does not absolve the community from updating the plan in 5 years.
Offered by:
Second by:

ADOPTED by a vote of  5  in  favor and 0  against, and    0 abstaining, this 12th day of October, 2026.

BY: Councilman Panek
(print name)
ATTEST BY:  Councilman Young
(print name)
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
By: Barbara Radley
(print name)

Councilman Pacer talked about the FEMA information that was presented last month. This was discussed and advised that the application must be submitted by November, a Public Hearing to be held and a Local Law in place by January 2027. There will be a workshop to fill out the questionnaire; we will follow up with our attorney soon.

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to pay Abstract 10 in the amount of $42,603.87, second by Councilman  Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote. This abstract includes General Fund in the amount $35,304.08, Highway Fund $3,829.79, Capital Fund $3,470.00. There was an oversight in the abstract and $3,435.00 was subtracted due to a payment made previously leaving the balance of Abstract 10 to be $39,168.87.

Councilman Young reported that the park is winding down; there are a few reservations left and the park will close before Halloween. He also plans on attending the GAM meeting on      October 15 and will report back to the board what transpired at that meeting.

Charlie Giacchino asked about the Town of Bethany notifying us about their Solar Project; it is a courtesy to advise the neighboring towns of this.

The next Board Meeting will include a Local Law update for the Flood Plain and repealing Local Law #1 of 1994 and enacting the new model Local Law.

There will be an application fee to be determined and the homeowners will be notified of the changes.

Councilman Panek made a motion to adjourn at 8:55pm, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk/Tax Collector

 
