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STAFFORD PLANNING BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 26, 2026

PRESENT:


Bill VanAlst


Chair





Lindsay Yoder


Board Member





Richard Squires

Board Member





Anita Taylor


Board Member





Lucas Torrey


Board Member





Jay Lewis


Alt acting as Reg. Board Member

ABSENT:


Carol Queal


Board Member





Sharon Valyear-Gray

Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT: Bruce Scofield, Ed Russell, Lauren Adornett for CEC, Janet Ward for Catalyze, Terry Young, Dave and Patty Kent, Steve Foster, Timothy Adams, Bob and Michelle Wood, Eric Wood, Quentin Call, Andrew Darling and Gene Sinclair.
Chairman VanAlst called the Public Hearing to order at 7:06pm. Carol Queal and Sharon Valyear-Gray are absent; Jay Lewis is filling in as a full member with voting privileges.

Chairman VanAlst read the Public Hearing Notice for Tim Adams for a special use permit to operate a welding and fabrication business from an existing building located at 8369 Richmond Rd., Stafford, NY 14143 per Article lll, Section 182-21, Paragraph B. (4) (a) of the Town Zoning Code. He also stated that the Proof of Publication was received.
Tim Adams gave an overview of the application and stressed that this will be a very small welding business and inside the building only. No one was present to speak for or against the application.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:08pm.

Lindsay Yoder made a motion to accept the July 22 meeting minutes as written, second by Anita Taylor and approved 6-0.
OLD BUSINESS

There was an update from Genesee 5 & 6 Solar Project. Catalyze had requested an extension of the Site Plan and a withdrawal of that request. Janet Ward of Catalyze spoke and thanked the Planning Board for their understanding of the extension and withdrawal. There has been activity on the project and they are moving forward. A Host Agreement has been negotiated with the Town and a PILOT is in place with Byron-Bergen School. Equipment for off-site manufacturing is in place and the landowner and National Grid is in place. Genesee County Highway has given approval for the driveways. There is anticipated date of beginning of April 2027 and completion of June 2028.
The Town has a Public Hearing on Solar Moratorium which does not affect this project.

There was a Petition from CEC to amend the zoning ordinance; the Planning Board has sent their recommendation to the Town Board for their meeting of August 10th. The Town Board made a motion to leave the zoning as is.

Tim Adams’ Special Use Permit was discussed. The Genesee County Planning Board recommended approval with modifications. The material is to meet all laws; no environmental impacts are found.

There is permission from the owner for this application. The TMP number and the Short Environmental Assessment Form have been submitted. Part 2 and 3 have been reviewed. Anita Taylor made a motion to declare a Negative Declaration second by Lucas Torrey and approved 6-0.
Anita Taylor made a motion to approve a Resolution for Special Use Permit number 41-2026, second by Lindsay Yoder and approved on a Roll Call Vote:

Anita Taylor


Yes

Richard Squires

Yes

Lindsay Yoder


Yes

Lucas Torrey


Yes

Jay Lewis


Yes

Bill VanAlst


Yes

The motion passed on a 6-0 vote.

The Brusco application was discussed. The Genesee County Planning Board gave a recommendation for approval showing no impacts. The Short Environmental Assessment Form was filled out. This building will be for maintenance of his own vehicles. 

Lucas Torrey made a motion for a Negative Declaration second by Richard Squires and approved on a 6-0 vote. Further discussion was that there should be a condition of only maintenance of his company equipment. 

Lindsay Yoder made a motion for Site Plan Approval for only the maintenance of his vehicles, second by Anita Taylor and approved by a 6-0 vote.
NEW BUSINESS
A D Call presented a Special Use Permit for Land spreading; the Town Board issues the Annual Renewal. The Planning Board reviews this permit first and sends a recommendation to the Town Board. Quentin Call was present and reported that this is the standard request and has had no complaints. Bill VanAlst did call the DEC; they reported that an inspection will happen soon and have had no complaints; the Town has had no complaints either.

Lucas Torrey made a motion to recommend renewal for one year, second by Richard Squires and approved on a 6-0 vote.

CEC Crockers Site Plan Approval was discussed. They are applying for a 140 X 80-foot barn to be built for the purpose of storing fertilizer and equipment. There were several questions asked and the questions will be answered when the lawyer does more investigating. The Fire Department also needs to be informed of this as well. This is more than the 100-foot setback from a Residential property. The Short Environmental Assessment Form indicates that there is a potential issue with wetland and flood plains. The line 13 a stated yes for wetlands and another section said incomplete; the EAF workplan must be looked at. The County Planning Application Package is complete. Lindsay Yoder made a motion to send the application to the County Planning Board, second by Lucas Torrey and approved on a 6-0 vote.
Lucas Torrey made a motion to hold a Public Hearing for the CEC Site Plan Application on September 23 at 7:00pm, second by Anita Taylor and approved on a 6-0 vote.

There is a training opportunity the Genesee Finger Lakes to hold a Fall Workshop in Newark for anyone interested.

The Budget is being considered for 2027, we are on track this year and there is no need to make changes for next year.

There is a request for a Newsletter article by September 15, anyone interested in writing an article let Bill know.

The Town is holding a Public Hearing for a Solar Moratorium September 14 at 7:00pm. There are many questions about the Brusselville project coming into the Town of Stafford. At this point there is no application given to the Town.
Changes needed to the Zoning Laws were discussed. A time limit for Special Use Permits is not in place at this time and the thought is that there needs to be time limits in place. If this happens, the Comprehensive Plan also needs to be reviewed.

Gene Sinclair reported that an active Special Use Permit is in place at 5773 Main Rd. for self-storage. There was a complaint and the property is in violation. He has had a conversation with the renter for using a unit to repair vehicles. He will talk to the owner and if necessary, will shut down the property.

Anita Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm, second by Richard Squires and approved on a 6-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Barb Radley

Secretary

TOWN OF  STAFFORD


Est. March 24, 1820
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