TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 10, 2026 DRAFT

The regular meeting of the Town of Stafford Town Board was held at 7:30pm. Supervisor Clement opened the meeting by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance; present at the meeting were Councilman Panek, Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer, and Town Clerk Radley; Highway Superintendent Boldt was absent.
Other present were, Cathy Worthington, Dale Worthington, David Roach, attorney, Gretchen Branton, Bill VanAlst, Barbie Starowitz, James Pontillo, Laura Pontillo, Andrew Darling, Charlie Giacchino.
An Executive Session was called by Councilman Panek at 7:30 pm; invited to the session for litigation were Mr. Roach, attorney, Gene Sinclair, CEO, Town Clerk Radley, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Upon returning at 8:30 pm, the meeting resumed.
Regarding the Public Hearing Councilman Panek reported that there was input from Mr. VanAlst, Chairman of the Planning Board, there is nothing that stops any building if the right steps are taken and nothing is impeding the process.
A possible Solar Moratorium was discussed. This is to protect our Solar Law and give the Town of Stafford more control over the process.
TOWN OF STAFFORD
RESOLUTION 35 TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PROPOSED SOLAR MORATORIUM LOCAL LAW
Adopted: August 10, 2026
The Town Board of the Town of Stafford met at a regular board meeting at Town Hall located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York 14143, on the 10th day of August, 2026, commencing at 7:30 P.M., at which time and place the following members were:

 



Present:
Supervisor 		 Robert S. Clement
Councilmember	 Ronald Panek
Councilmember 	Terry Young
Councilmember 	James Duyssen
Councilmember 	 Robert Pacer
 Absent: 

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7, §104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford is considering a proposed local law entitled: "A Local Law Establishing a Temporary Moratorium Prohibiting the Development of New Solar Energy Projects within the Town of Stafford" to temporarily halt the submission of new applications for solar energy systems, for a period of six (6) months, while the Town considers comprehensive zoning changes and the enactment of zoning measures to specifically address the matters of community concern; and

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Stafford recognizes that this local law is a Type II Action under the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Act pursuant to 6 NYCRR
§ 617.5(c)(36), and therefore a SEQR review will not be required as there are no adverse environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 239-M of the General Municipal Law, said local law with all supporting documents shall be submitted to the Genesee County Planning Board for its comments; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford finds it in the best interest of the Town of Stafford to hold a public hearing on the adoption of said local law.

NOW ON MOTION OF Councilman Panek which has been duly seconded by Councilman Young, be it
RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford will hold a public hearing on the proposed local law on the 14th day of September, 2026, at 7:00 P.M., at which time and place
 all interested parties and citizens for or against the proposed law will be heard; and it be further
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford shall make referral to the Genesee County Planning Board as required by Section 239-M of General Municipal Law; and it be further
RESOLVED, that the Town Board determines that such action shall not be subject to SEQR pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.5(c)(36); and it be further
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall hereby post notice of such public hearing and publish the notice of such public hearing in the Town's Official Paper.
Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
Quorum Present: Yes
Dated: August 10, 2026			 Barbara Radley, Town Clerk
[SEAL]	Town of Stafford
Councilman Young made a motion to leave the Zoning Code 182-33 request of CEC as it now stands, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Abstain
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

Cathy Worthington asked if the Town Board is considering reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and was answered that it is not going to be reviewed at this point.
Barbie Starowitz spoke of the Brusselville Solar Project that is being developed in the Towns of Byron and Stafford. She is concerned about the application process and would like the Town Board to research this further.
James Pontillo spoke of the Thompson property at 8902 Rt. 237. He stated that he is done helping at this point because there is a question of ownership and needs confirmation that Mr. Thompson is the sole owner of the property. He also stated that if there are other individuals in the community that need assistance he is asking anyone to assist him to help defray court costs. 
Councilman Panek made a motion to accept the Financial Report, second by Councilman Young and approved  on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Young made a motion to accept the Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2026, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve the Fire Department report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Your Stafford volunteer fire department has answered 29 calls in the month of July, Included were many EMS calls, 1 structure fire, 2 vehicle fires, mutual aid stand-by, 3 MVA's, and assisted a resident with their pet.
The department members also completed 156 man hours of training in the month of July; included topics: BEFO skills, auto extraction, vehicle patient removal and EMS documentation, members also assisted with the demolition derby at the county fair and spent part of their day with the Stafford recreation summer program.
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information.
Tim Eckdahl
Fire Chief
Stafford Fire Department Inc 951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road
PO Box 56
Stafford NY 14143

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the Code Officer report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.






CODE OFFICER REPORT

Code Enforcement/Zoning Report July 2026
Permits Etc.
#40-26 9029	Fargo Road new electrical service	$35.00
#41-26 8369	Richmond Road Special use Permit	$75.00
#42-26 5981	Main Road Site Plan Review		$75.00
#43-26 6605	Sweetland Road Permit renewal	$40.00
#44-26 6137	Main Road Tear off Roof		$25.00
#45-26 8519	Morganville Road pole Barn		$75.00
#46-26 5773	Main Road New Sign Panel		$20.00
#47-26 5729	East Main Road Garage	$75.00
#48-26 6172	Morganville Road Entry Way on front	$35.00
#49-26 6090	Main Road New House	$150.00
#50-26 *523	East Lake Road Deck	$35.00
New house on Fotch Road has been Completed Comprehensive Plan needs revising along with the zoning code
Gene Sinclair
Code Enforcement Officer

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the Assessor Report, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

AUGUST 10, 2026           REPORT FROM ASSESSOR

One small claim has been filed as a result of the reassessment.  The deadline for any additional small claims to be filed is August 10th.

A few weeks ago, the State called me and questioned my equalization rate for the assessment roll.  There was a board member sitting in my office at the time the call came in.  They stated they were not sure that the equalization rate would remain at 100% since the physical changes (building permits) from last year to this year had gone down.  They wanted to know if that was accurate information.

On July 29th, I received a reconciliation letter from the State indicating that they did approve the 100% equalization rate but noted the decrease in physical changes.

On July 30 we received notification from the State that the new STAR exemption amounts will be $103,310 for Enhanced and $35,020 for Basic.

I will be out of the office starting Thursday September 10th and will return on Tuesday September 15th.

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve Resolution 27 Plan for Cyclical Reassessments, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 27					DATED: August 10, 2026

APPROVE A PLAN FOR CYCLICAL REASSESSMENTS

WHEREAS the Town of Stafford conducts property reassessments on a regular basis and
WHEREAS the Town Board would like to reassess the properties in the Town of Stafford every three (3) years; the next schedule will be from the year 2026 – 2029;
THEREFORE, the next reassessment will be held in the year 2029.

Offered by: Councilman Panek
Second by:  Councilman Young
Approved on a 5-0 vote.


Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 29 Deputy Clerk Appointment, second by Councilman Young and approved on a Roll Call vote.

Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes





RESOLUTION 29					DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026

DEPUTY CLERK APPOINTMENT

WHEREAS Jennifer Lewis has applied for and has been accepted by the Town Clerk to fill the position of Second Deputy Clerk for the Town of Stafford
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Stafford Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Clerk to hire Jennifer Lewis as part-time Deputy Clerk, on an on-call as needed basis at a rate of $18.00 per hour not to exceed $13,500.00 per year with a start date of August 11, 2026 and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, the expenditure will be appropriated from line-item A1410.12
Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by:  Councilman Young
Passed on a Roll Call vote
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve Resolution 30 Accepting Jurisdictional Plan for Hazard Mitigation Plan as Updated  by Genesee County, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 30					DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026

ACCEPTING JURISDICTIONAL PLAN FOR HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN AS UPDATED BY GENESEE COUNTY

WHEREAS the Town of Stafford recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property within Stafford and,
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford has prepared a multi-hazard mitigation plan, hereby known as Genesee County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan Town of Stafford July 13, 2012 in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and,
WHEREAS Genesee County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan Town of Stafford identifies mitigation goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property in Stafford from the impacts of future hazards and disasters and,
WHEREAS adoption by the Town of Stafford demonstrates their commitment to hazard mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the Genesee County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazard Mitigation Plan Town of Stafford July 13, 2012
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN OF STAFFORD, STATE OF NEW YORK, THAT
Section 1. The Town of Stafford adopts the Jurisdictional Plan for Hazard Mitigation Plan as Updated by Genesee County. This plan, approved by the community, may be edited or amended after submission for review, but will not require the community to re-adopt any further iterations. This only applies to this specific plan and does not absolve the community from updating the plan in 5 years.
Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by:  Councilman Young
Attest by: Barbara Radley
Barbara Radley/Town Clerk
Approved as to form by: Robert S. Clement
		Robert S. Clement/Supervisor
Approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve Resolution 31 pursuant to Declaration of Surplus Equipment, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call vote.

Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

RESOLUTION 31				DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO DECLARATION OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT

WHEREAS the Stafford Town Board has identified equipment owned by the Town of Stafford as being surplus to the needs of the Town of Stafford
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Stafford Town Board that the following described equipment is hereby declared to be of low value and surplus to the needs of the Town of Stafford and that the Town Board be authorized to dispose of this equipment:

Two (2) wooden benches previously used as Courtroom benches and seating in the hallway
Two (2) antique voting machines

Offered by: Councilman Panek
Second by:  Councilman Pacer

Approved on a Roll Call vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 32 JCAP Grant, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 32				DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026
2026 JCAP AWARD APPLICATION
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford Court is applying to the State of New York Unified Court System, Court Assistance Program (JCAP) in the amount of $30,000.00 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Town of Stafford Town Board hereby authorizes the Stafford Town Court to apply to the State of New York Unified Court System, Court Assistance Program (JCAP) for the amount of $30,000.00.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by:  Councilman Panek
Approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 33 Acknowledge of Required Audit for Town Court, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
RESOLUTION 33				DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026
RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE REQUIRED AUDIT OF THE COURT RECORDS AND DOCKETS WAS CONDUCTED
WHEREAS Section 2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act requires that Town Justices annually provide their court records and dockets to their respective Town Auditing Board, and that such records be audited and that that fact be entered into the minutes of the Board’s proceedings; and
WHEREAS an audit was conducted of the Town Justices records and dockets by Lumsden McCormick CPA
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Stafford Town Board hereby acknowledges that the required audit of the Court Records and Dockets was conducted and hereby directs the Supervisor to forward a copy of the auditor’s report along with a copy of this resolution to Joan Casazza or Daniel Johnson, Chief Internal Auditor, NYS Unified Court System, 185 Jordan Rd., Suite 1 Troy, New York 12180.
Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by: Councilman Pacer
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
CERTIFICATION
I, Barara Radley, Town Clerk of the Town of Stafford, County of Genesee and State of New York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the foregoing resolution duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford on the 10th day of August 2026 with the original now on file in my office, and the same is a correct and true copy of said resolution and of the whole thereof.
Dated: August 10, 2026 			Barbara Radley, Town Clerk
{SEAL}
Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 34 Authorizing the Advertisement and the Bid Opening date for Town of Stafford Water District 14, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.
RESOLUTION 34					Date: August 10, 2026 
AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT AND THE BID OPENING DATE FOR TOWN OF STAFFORD WATER DISTRICT NO. 14 
WHEREAS, the Town Board authorizes the advertisement and the bid opening date of September 2, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. for Water District No. 14; now therefore 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford acting on behalf of the Town of Stafford Water District No. 14 hereby authorizes the Town Clerk to advertise the bid with a bid opening date being held September 2, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at the Town of Stafford Town Hall located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by:  Councilman Panek
Approved on a 5-0 vote
Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 36 Donation to Summer Recreation, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call vote: 
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

RESOLUTION 36					DATED: AUGUST 10, 2026
DONATION TO SUMMER RECREATION
RESOLVED, the Stafford Town Board hereby accepts the $200.00 donation to the Town of Stafford Summer Recreation from the Jett Family to be used toward Summer Activities for the Summer Recreation Program.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by:  Councilman Pacer

Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek		Yes
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer		Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
CERTIFICATION
I, Barbara Radley, Town Clerk of the Town of Stafford, County pf Genesee and State of New York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the aforementioned Resolution duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford on the 10th day of August, 2026 with the original now on file in my office, and the same is a correct and true copy of said Resolution and the whole thereof.
DATED: August 10, 2026
							Barbara Radley
{SEAL}							Town Clerk

Councilman Pacer acknowledged receipt of the Town of Elba’s Local Law.
Councilman Young reported that he met with Jay Grasso owner of G & G Process and Kim Torrey for a grant to build a baseball field at Emery Park; this project is moving along well. 
Councilman Young also talked about the Judicial System and their thoughts of the Community Room. It was brought to his attention that the Judicial System believes that the room is a Court Room only. Other Board Members have stated that the room is a Community Room until it is used as a Court Room and the Town has all say in the matter. This room was built and originally used as a Town Board Meeting Room using the bench for the Town Board. It was asked that the Town Clerk write a letter to the Judicial System from the Town Board stating these facts.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to pay Abstract 8 in the amount of $81,479.65, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote. This includes General Fund in the amount of $38,437.77 and Highway Fund in the amount of $43,041.88.
Councilman Young made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45pm second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Respectfully Submitted
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
