TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
JULY 13, 2026 DRAFT

Supervisor Clement opened the regular meeting of the Town of Stafford Town Board Meeting at 7:30pm with the following present: Councilman Panek, Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer, Town Clerk Radley, Highway, Superintendent Boldt was absent.
Others Present: Barbie Starowitz, Cathy Worthington, Donna Voorhees, Amy Swanson, Charlie Giacchino, Richard Costa, Judge Robert Penepent, Judge Robert Mattice, Brooks Hawley, Rodney Bobo, Kimberly Torrey, Andrew Darling, Grace Hausladen and Seth Hennard from Lumsden & McCormick.
Grace Hausladen and Seth Hennard of Lumsden McCormick presented the findings of the 2025 Audit that was conducted. They stated that the Town of Stafford is in a good spot; that the Town is consistent from year to year with no issues and gave good results.
Judge Bob Mattice was present and had a discussion on our Community Room. Judge Mattice spoke of the benches and voting machines being moved into the Community Room during the time of carpet installation. There was a discussion on what to do with these items and this will be investigated further.
Barbie Starowitz spoke about Brusselville Solar obtaining lease agreements with two individual farmers who own land in the Town of Stafford. She is very concerned for our farmland in Town and ask that the Town Board look into a specialized attorney to address this situation.
Kim Torrey spoke about obtaining grants for the proposed ball field at Emery Park. She spoke to Vicky Muckle at the County and found her very helpful. She is willing to fill out grants, one in particular for $600,000.00 which is a Federal Grant. 
Cathy Worthington asked about Zoning changes; who and how does this happen? It was explained that the Town Board has the authority to change the law.
Mr. Eli McWhinney, our Attorney from DiMatteo, Roach and Kelly was present to talk about the petition of CEC to amend our zoning ordinance. He suggests a Public Hearing to be held on August 10, 2026 at 7:00pm to hear opinions of the residents of Stafford regarding this issue. A Court Reporter is also highly suggested to take complete minutes. 
Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 28 To Set Public Hearing Regarding Petition to Amend Section 182-33(B) of The Town of Stafford Zoning Code and to hire a Court Reporter to record the meeting, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.


TOWN OF STAFFORD  TOWN BOARDRESOLUTION 28
TO SET PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING PETITION TO AMEND SECTION 182-33(B) OF THE TOWN OF STAFFORD ZONING CODE
Adopted: July 13, 2026
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford met at the Town Hall of the Town of Stafford located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York on the 13th day of July, 2026, commencing at 7:00 P.M., at which time and place the following members were:
Present:	Supervisor	 	Robert Clement
Councilmember	Ronald Panek	
Councilmember	Terry Young
Councilmember	James Duyssen
Councilmember	Robert Pacer
Absent: 	
WHEREAS, all Town Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Section 104 of the Public Officers Law (Public Meetings Law), said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford received a petition dated March 12, 2026 from Carolina Eastern Crocker LLC entitled “Petition to Amend Town of Stafford Zoning Code” requesting that the Town Board amend Section 182-33(B) of the Town Code to add clarificatory language to Section 182-33(B) to expressly exempt Agriculturally Based Businesses from the requirements of Section 182-33(B); and 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 182-51 of the Town Code, the Town Board, at its April 13, 2026 meeting, referred said petition to the Planning Board so that it could make the required report regarding the requested amendment; and 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board, having reviewed the amendment, submitted such report to the Town Board on May 28, 2026, such report being dated the same; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board, having received and reviewed the report of the Planning Board on this amendment, wishes to provide an opportunity for the public to give input regarding the proposed amendment; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board now desires to set a public hearing regarding the proposed amendment. 
NOW ON MOTION OF Councilman Young which has been duly seconded by Councilman Pacer, be it
RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford will hold a public hearing regarding the aforementioned petition dated March 12, 2026 from Carolina Easter Crocker LLC entitled “Petition to Amend Town of Stafford Zoning Code” on the 10th day of August 2026, at 
7:00 P.M., at which time and place all interested parties and citizens for or against the proposed amendment will be heard; and it be further
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall hereby post notice of such public hearing and publish the notice of such public hearing in the Town’s Official Paper. 
  Ayes: 			5 
Nays: 			0
Absent/Abstain: 	0 
    
Quorum Present: 	Yes   
		

Dated: July 13, 2026				Barbara Radley
						Barbara Radley, Clerk 
	[SEAL]				Town of Stafford

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Financial Report, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the June 8, 2026 meeting minutes, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve the Fire Department Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.


Fire Department Report
Your Stafford volunteer fire department has  answered 53 calls in the month of June, Included were many EMS calls, 1 structure fire stand-by, 7 MVA’s, 3 wires down calls, 1 fire investigation  
The department members also completed 155 man hours of training in the month of June; included topics: water supply, our yearly EVOC training. Thanks to Steve Bolt for the use of the town garage parking lot. Members also participated in DWI drill at the Leroy High School  
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information. 
Tim Eckdahl 
Fire Chief  Stafford Fire Department Inc
951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road 
PO Box 56 
Stafford NY 14143

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the Code/Zoning Report, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Code/Zoning Report
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report June 2026
Permits Etc.

#27-26 6607	Horseshoe Lake Road Generator		$ 25.00
#28-26 6332	East Bethany Leroy Road Barn		$ 50.00
#29-26 6174	Sweetland Road Roof				$25.00
#30-26 9636	Roanoke Road Roof				$25.00
#31-26 6789	Transit Road Shed				$20.00
#32-26 6170	East Morganville Road Demo Permit		$50.00
#33-26 5888	Sweetland Road Shed				$50.00
#34-26 6288	East Bethany Leroy Road Generator		$25.00
#35-26 6585	Main Road Barn				$50.00
#36-26 8642	Prole Road Variance				$75.00
#37-26 7876	Fotch R0ad Deck with Spa			$50.00
#38-26 8515	East Lake Road Roof				$25.00
#39-26 6170	East Morganville Road New House		$150.00
8904 Rt 237 Proceeding in the court System Several FOILS Mostly property changing hands
New House on Fotch Road has a temporary CEO Waiting for MCWA water hook up.

Gene Sinclair
Code and Zoning Officer

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Assessor Report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Assessor Report

July 13, 2026,             REPORT FROM ASSESSOR

The Assessor’s Annual Report for the 2026 roll was completed and sent to the New York State Office of Equalization Rates for filing.  A copy of the final roll was given to the Town Clerk and a copy is on file in the Assessor’s office.

On June 22, we were notified by email that the Final Special Franchise and Final Telecommunication values from the State remained unchanged from the Tentative values.

On June 9 we received the State approved equalization rate of 100%.

Councilman Pacer reported on the request for speed reduction on Transit Rd. Unfortunately, the State has denied our request to reduce the speed on Transit Rd.

June 8, 2026

Ms. Barbara Radley, Clerk Town of Stafford
8903 Route 237
P.O. Box 52
Stafford, NY 14143 townclerk@townofstafford.org

Dear Ms. Radley:

We have completed our review of Transit Road, between Route 5 (Main Street) and Sweetland Road, relative to the establishment of a lower speed limit. Our review included an observation of roadway characteristics and review by the State Police.

During our review, a representative from this office visited the site to evaluate roadway characteristics. We also met with the Traffic Supervisor from the New York State Police at this location to seek his input about lowering the speed limit. In consideration of the roadway characteristics and the review by the State Police, we determined a reduction of the speed limit is not warranted at this time.

Sincerely,
�	C. o�
Matthew C. Oravec, P.E.
Regional Traffic Engineer

MCO/PCB/mm

cc:	T. Sgt. M. Swarthout, State Police Troop "A"
L. Wadhams, Highway Superintendent, Genesee County

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 22 for a Loan for Water District #14, second by Councilman Young and approved on a Roll Call Vote:

Councilman Panek			Yes
Councilman Young			Yes
Councilman Duyssen			Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement			Yes



RESOLUTION 22				DATED: JULY 13, 2026

LOAN RESOLUTION FOR WATER DISTRICT #14

WHEREAS the Town of Stafford has formed Water District #14, the Clapsaddle and Fargo Roads and,
WHEREAS Water District #14 is in need of funding through loans and grants and,
WHEREAS the Town is seeking to secure a loan through the USDA in the amount of $212,000.00,
THEREFORE, the Town of Stafford is seeking a loan through the USDA in the amount of $212,000.00,
BE IT RESOLVED that the funding for Water District #14 for $212,000.00 through the USDA be approved and authorization given for the Town Supervisor to sign the loan.

Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by: Councilman Young
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek			Yes
Councilman Young			Yes
Councilman Duyssen			Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement			Yes

Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 23 to Accept the Information for WD #14, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 23					DATED: July 13, 2026

STAFFORD TOWN BOARD ACCEPTS INFORMATION FROM
WATER DISTRICT # 14

WHEREAS the Town Board has received information regarding Water District #14  and,

WHEREAS the Town Board reviewed the information,

THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has reviewed the information and accepts the information for Water District #14.

Offered by:  Councilman Young
Second by:   Councilman Pacer

Approved on a 5-0 vote

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve Resolution 24 to Support the NYAOT Town Bill of Rights, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 24				DATED: JULY 13, 2026

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS BILL OF RIGHTS

WHEREAS town government provides services essential to the vitality of New York State, including but not limited to maintaining and repairing roads, protecting neighborhoods and businesses, guiding economic development, and serving as the first line of defense, communication, and safety for residents every day of the year; and
WHEREAS the 933 towns of New York State are home to more than 9.1 million New Yorkers and are diverse in population, geography, and demographics, such that decisions affecting daily life are best made at the local level by the government that best understands each community’s character challenges, and needs; and
WHEREAS the towns of New York are partners in shaping the State’s future, and a true partnership between the State and its local governments will propel the New York State forward to the benefit of all New Yorkers; and
WHEREAS the New York Association of Towns has adopted a Bill of Rights articulating the core principles that should govern the relationship between the State and its towns; and
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford shares and affirms those principles, namely;
1.	Protection and defense of municipal home rule, recognizing that towns, as the level of government closest to the people, are best positioned to balance competing interests and make decisions that shape daily life;
2.	Local control of land use and zoning, free from statewide zoning rules that override the voice of resident taxpayers and the officials they elect;
3.	Freedom from unfunded mandates, so that local taxpayers are not made to bear the cost of orders imposed by State and federal authorities without the resources to carry them out;
4.	Modernized transparency, accessibility, and engagement, including reform of outdated public-notice requirements that consume scarce municipal dollars on print notice often missed by the public; and
5.	A meaningful voice in State decisions affecting the hometowns that towns govern, so that town government is treated as a true partner rather than an afterthought or a hurdle to clear; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford hereby endorses and adopts the New York Association of Towns Bill of Rights and affirms its commitment to the principles set forth therein; and be it further

RESOLVED that the Town Board calls upon the Governor and the New York State Legislature to respect and uphold these principles in the enactment of legislation and the administration of State programs affecting towns; and be it further

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to transmit certified copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of New York, the Temporary President of the Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly, the State Senator(s) and Members(s) of the Assembly representing the Town of Stafford, and the New York Association of Towns.


Offered by: Councilman Panek
Second by:  Councilman Young

Ayes:  5
Nayes: 0

CERTIFICATION
I, Barbara Radley, Town Clerk of the Town of Stafford, County of Genesee and State of New York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the resolution duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford on the 13th day of July, 2026 with the original now on file in my office, and the same is a correct and true copy of said resolution and of the whole thereof.
Dated: July 13, 2026			Barbara Radley
					Town Clerk

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve Resolution 25 to Appoint an Alternate to the Planning Board, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 25					DATED: JULY 13, 2026

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT AN ALTERNATE TO THE 
PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS the Planning Board has an open position for the Planning Board and
WHEREAS the Planning Board has conducted interviews with two candidates and
WHEREAS the Planning Board has chosen Jay Lewis for the position and Chairman VanAlst has provided a letter recommending Jay Lewis for the position
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board approves the appointment of Jay Lewis to the Alternate position for the Planning Board

Offered by: Councilman Pacer
Second by:  Councilman Duyssen

Approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 26 to Authorize the Supervisor to sign an application for State Aid regarding Real Property Tax Administration, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.





RESOLUTION 26						DATED: JULY 13, 2026


RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE APPLICATION FOR AID FOR CYCLIAL REASSESSMENT REIMBURSEMENT FOR 2026 TOWN  WIDE UPDATE


RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to sign the Application for Aid for Cyclical Reassessment Reimbursement with the Batavia Office of Real Property Services, for the 2026 update.
Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by:  Councilman Panek
Approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 27 to Adopt a Cycle for Property Assessment. TABLED

RESOLUTION 27		TABLED			DATED: JULY 13, 2026

APPROVE A PLAN FOR CYCLICAL REASSESSMENTS

WHEREAS the Town of Stafford conducts property reassessments on a regular basis and
WHEREAS the Town Board would like to reassess the properties in the Town of Stafford every three (3) years; the next schedule will be from the year 2026 – 2029;
THEREFORE, the next reassessment will be held in the year 2029.


Councilman Pacer presented an opportunity given by the County for a $5,000.00 grant. We previously discussed this and will proceed with obtaining a grant for Emery Park.

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Abstract 7 in the amount of $291,973.31 , $23,609.56 for General Fund, $104,063.75 for Highway Fund, $164,300.00 for the Fire Department (second installment of tax money received), second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Young reported that Murray Call is willing to paint our Gazebo in Ilette Park, it is in desperate need; we will supply the paint.  Councilman Young made a motion that the Town of Stafford provide paint for the Ilette Park Gazebo to be painted by Murray Call, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Young also spoke of the Chamber of Commerce letter that was received asking for the Town of Stafford to sponsor a page in the Place Guide. It was decided that we will not participate this year.

Councilman Panek made a motion to adjourn at 9:02pm, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk
