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TOWN OF STAFFORD PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES

MAY 27, 2026 
PRESENT:

Bill VanAlst


Chairman




Carol Queal


Board Member




Richard Squires

Board Member




Anita Taylor


Board Member




Lyndsay Yoder

Board Member




Lucas Torrey

Board Member




Barb Radley


Secretary

ABSENT:

Sharon Valyear-Gray
Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT: Jay Lewis, Terry Young, Andrew Darling, Eli McWhinney, Diana Konik

Chairman VanAlst called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Chairman VanAlst mentioned that Sharon Valyear-Gray is unable to attend tonight’s meeting. 
Carol Queal made a motion to approve April 22, 2026 meeting minutes as written, second by Lucas Torrey and approve on a 6-0 vote.

OLD BUSINESS
The Town has signed the Host Community Agreement for the Solar Project. The project will be on the way for completion once all the conditions have been met for the Special Use Permit and Site Plan.

NEW BUSINESS
The petition for Carolina Eastern Crocker (CEC) was discussed. Last month Mr. Fitzgerald from Phillips/Lytle representing CEC was present and spoke of his client’s request to amend our Zoning Law, section 182-33. 
At last month’s meeting Chairman VanAlst asked the Board Members to give their input to him for recommendations to the Town Board. He thanked everyone for their input; it was very helpful. There is a recurring theme that Ag Businesses can grow into an industrial use more than Ag Business but within the Zoning Law.

A draft was sent to our attorney for review and edits. These edits were discussed and more revisions were made. These revisions will be finalized in the next day or so and sent for further review and sent to the Town Board for their June 8, 2026 meeting.
Lyndsay Yoder made a motion to accept the recommendation letter as edited, second by Anita Taylor and approved on a Roll Call Vote:

Anita Taylor


Aye

Richard Squires

Aye

Lyndsay Yoder

Aye

Lucas Torrey

Aye

Carol Queal


Aye

William VanAlst

Aye

Sharon Valyear-Gray
Absent

Eli McWhinney our attorney commented on what a nice job was done by this board and Chairman VanAlst to evaluate this material and make the recommendations.

Chairman VanAlst reported that there is interest in the Planning Board Alternate position, Jay Lewis is present and interested. Jay agreed and was advised to draft a letter of interest and resume to give to the Town Clerk to be passed to the Planning Board for consideration.

Chairman VanAlst spoke of training opportunities: one in Buffalo soon if anyone is interested and tomorrow’s training at GCC for those who have signed up for it.

A motion by Carol Queal to adjourn the meeting at 7:50pm, second by Richard Squires and approved 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted

Barb Radley/Secretary
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