TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
MAY 11, 2026 DRAFT

Supervisor Clement called the Regular Town Board meeting to order at 7:30pm by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.
In attendance were Councilman Panek, Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer,  and Town Clerk Radley; Highway Superintendent Boldt was absent.

Also attending, Joe Rapone from LeRoy Little League, Emma and Michelle Wolfe, Laurie Pocock-Recreation Director, Zach Pocock, Amy Swanson, Barbie Starowitz, Brooks Hawley, Janet Ward from Catalyze, Dale Thompson, Jim Pontillo, Andrew Darling, Charlie Giacchino, and Eli McWhinney from DiMatteo, Roach and Kelly Attorneys at Law and Richard Costa.

Councilman Young spoke to tell everyone we have the podium ready for whomever would like to speak, please use the podium and a microphone if they wish and to state your name.

Joe Rapone President of LeRoy Little League spoke about the Little League program expanding to the point of the fields being used and the participants may not be able to practice. That is why they have reached out to Stafford to get time in for all ball players. There are three teams that use Emery Park from 5:00 to 7:00pm every weeknight, no weekends. This is working out well.

James Pontillo spoke on the project he has taken over helping Dale Thompson to clean up his yard; it has become overwhelming for Mr. Thompson. James has taken trees down, and taken debris away, Mr. Thompson has been hard at work also. Mr. Pontillo then asked the Town Board if they would consider asking the lawyer to postpone any further action against Mr. Thompson for one month to give him more time to finish the list given to him.

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Financial Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the April 13, 2026 Town Board Meeting minutes, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the Fire Department report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Your Stafford volunteer fire department has  answered 13 calls in the month of April Included were many EMS calls, 1 structure fire, 1 MVA,  2 fire service calls.
The department members also completed 90 man hours of training in the month of April, included topics: truck maintenance, driver training / district familiarization, ladders / ventilation training, and SOP review.
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information.


Tim Eckdahl 

Fire Chief 
Stafford Fire Department Inc
951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road 
PO Box 56 
Stafford NY 14143

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the CEO/ZEO report, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Code Enforcement/Zoning Report April 2026
Permits Etc.
#11- 26 8163 Prole Road Extension Storage Shed		$35.00
# 12-26	8163 Prole Road Extension Rear Deck	$50.00
# 13-26	6113 Main Road Shed				$50.00
# 14-26	6060 Main Road Deck Cover			$50.00

Many discussions proposed zoning amendment CEC Initial Court appearance 8902 Rt 237
Follow ups with 8737 Seven Springs Road Issues still working Preliminaries for prosed new house Westbrook Road
Area variance in progress for 8519 Morganville Road
Research for Roanoke Church (What will become of the building?)

Gene Sinclair

Brooks Hawley was present and was asked about the County looking into taking over the Code Enforcement for all Towns. He reported that the County is looking into this by conducting a study with Laverge group, this may take up to six or seven months to complete. If this is proven to be feasible, the Town of Stafford may enter into this agreement.

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the Assessor report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

MAY 11, 2026             REPORT FROM ASSESSOR


The 2026 Tentative Roll was completed on April 23 and delivered to the County.  Notice was published in the Batavia Daily News that it was filed and is available at the Town Office.

I picked up the change of assessment notices from the County from the informal hearings that took place during March and April.  There was a total of 122 hearings that took place and those notices were sent out on April 29.

Grievance Day is Tuesday, June 2; the Board of Assessment Review will be meeting from 4 PM to 10:30 PM, with appointments scheduled every 15 minutes, and again on June 9th from 4-8:30 PM.

On April 21 we received the Final Telecommunication values.  They were the same as the Tentative values so nothing on the roll needed to be changed.

On April 24 we received the Final Railroad Ceiling values.  They were the same as the Tentative values so nothing on the roll needed to be changed.

On April 27 we received the Final Special Franchise values.  They were the same as the Tentative values so nothing on the roll needed to be changed.

We received the certified STAR amounts from the State; the Basic STAR will be $30,000 and the Enhanced STAR will be $88,500.

Breakdown of STAR savings by school district:

		Basic		Enhanced
	Batavia City	$476		$1,360
	Byron-Bergen	$555		$1,580
	LeRoy		$491		$1,409
	Pavilion	$458		$1,304
	Elba		$436		$1,253

Finally – a HUGE thank you to the Town Clerk, Barb Radley, for helping me during the informal review process, to get copies of the comparables out to individuals who requested them.  When I wasn’t in the office to make the copies and send or email them, Barb was behind the scenes taking time out of her schedule to make sure that it happened.


Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 17, Hiring Summer Recreation Employees, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call Vote.

Councilman Panek			Yes
Councilman Young			Yes
Councilman Duyssen			Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement			Yes


RESOLUTION 17					DATED: MAY 11, 2026

HIRING SUMMER RECREATION EMPLOYEES FOR 2026

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has a Summer Recreation Program and,
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford would like to hire Laure Pocock for Recreation Aide for $5,250.00 per year, Andrew Pocock as Recreation Supervisor for $23.00 per hour, Jayce Panepento as Recreation Leader for $19.50 per hour, Natalie Hamm as Recreation Aide for $16.00 per hour, Anna Green as Recreation Aide for $16.00 per hour, Bailey Caton for Recreation Aide at $16.00 per hour, and Zachary Pocock as Recreation Aid Sub for $16.00 per hour not to exceed the $30,250.00 budgeted amount and,
THEREFORE, the Town of Stafford will hire Recreation Employees Laurie Pocock at a rate of $5,250.00 per year, Andrew Pocock at a rate of $23.00 per hour, Jayce Panepento at a rate of $19.50 per hour, Natalie Hamm at a rate of $16.00 per hour, Anna Green at a rate of $16.00 per hour, Bailey Caton at a rate of $16.00 per hour and Zachary Pocock at a rate of $16.00 per hour and not to exceed the $30,250.00 budgeted amount.

Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by:  Councilman Pacer
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:



Councilman Panek			Yes	
Councilman Young			Yes	
Councilman Duyssen			Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes	
Supervisor Clement			Yes

Councilman Panek made a motion to approve Resolution 18 Authorizing Execution for Right of Way Certificate for W D 14, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.


TOWN OF STAFFORD
RESOLUTION 18 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 
HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS
FOR NY CDG GENESEE 5 & NY CDG GENESEE 6 SOLAR PROJECTS


Adopted: May 11, 2026


WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Stafford met at a regular board meeting at the Town Hall of the Town of Stafford located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York on the 11th day of May, 2026, commencing at 7:30 P.M., at which time and place the following members were:


Present:	
Supervisor	 	Robert Clement
Councilmember	Ronald Panek	
Councilmember	Terry Young
Councilmember	James Duyssen
Councilmember	Robert Pacer
Absent: 	


WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7, §104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Stafford has received applications from NY CDG Genesee 5 LLC and NY CDG Genesee 6 LLC, which are proposing to construct 5MW solar projects in the Town of Stafford at 8244 Batavia-Stafford Townline Road (Tax ID Nos. 1.-2-115 and 1.-2-117.1); and

WHEREAS, both NY CDG Genesee 5 LLC and NY CDG Genesee 6 LLC have negotiated Host Community Agreements with the Town Board, such Host Community Agreements having been reviewed and approved by the Town Attorney, copies of which are attached and incorporated herein as Exhibit A and Exhibit B respectively; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board feels it is in the best interest of the Town of Stafford to enter into the Host Community Agreements and shall authorize the Town Supervisor to execute said Host Community Agreements.


NOW ON MOTION OF  Councilman Panek which has been duly seconded by Councilman Pacer, be it 


RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford hereby authorizes and empowers the Town Supervisor of the Town of Stafford, to execute and enter into the Host Community Agreement for the Genesee CDG 5 Solar Project on behalf of the Town of Stafford; and be it further 


RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford hereby authorizes and empowers the Town Supervisor of the Town of Stafford, to execute and enter into the Host Community Agreement for the Genesee CDG 6 Solar Project on behalf of the Town of Stafford.


Ayes: 	5	
Nays: 	0	
Absent: 0	

Quorum Present:  X Yes  

Dated: May 11, 2026		
Barbara Radley
Barbara Radley, Town Clerk
Town of Stafford

Councilman Young explained the USDA Rural Utilities Services Legal Agreement; this is an agreement because the cost may be outside of the general retainer.
Councilman Young made a motion that all Town Board Members will sign the Agreement, second by Councilman Panek and passed on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve Resolution 19 Accepting Information from WD 14, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 19					DATED: May 11, 2026

STAFFORD TOWN BOARD ACCEPTS INFORMATION FROM
WATER DISTRICT # 14

WHEREAS the Town Board has received information regarding Water District #14  and,

WHEREAS the Town Board reviewed the information,

THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has reviewed the information and accepts the information for Water District #14.

Offered by:  Councilman Pacer
Second by:   Councilman Young

Approved on a 5-0 vote.


Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 20 Authorizing Execution of Right of Way Certificate for WD 14, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.












TOWN OF STAFFORD
RESOLUTION 20 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF
RIGHT-OF-WAY CERTIFICATE FOR WATER DISTRICT NO. 14


Adopted: May 11, 2026


WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Stafford met at a regular board meeting at the Town Hall of the Town of Stafford located at 8903 Route 237, Stafford, New York on the 11th day of May, 2026, commencing at 7:30 P.M., at which time and place the following members were:


Present:	
Supervisor	 	Robert S. Clement
Councilmember	Ronald Panek	
Councilmember	Terry Young
Councilmember	James Duyssen
Councilmember	Robert Pacer
Absent: 	


WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7, §104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Stafford is in the process of securing funding from USDA Rual Development for the construction of Water District No. 14; and

WHEREAS, USDA Rural Development requires the Town of Stafford to certify that it has lawfully secured all the necessary easements for said construction of Water District No. 14 via a document entitled “Right-of-Way Certificate”; and 

WHEREAS, the project engineers, Clark Patterson Lee, in correspondence dated May 5, 2026 and attached hereto as Exhibit A, affirmed that no easements are required in order to construct Water District No. 14; and 

WHEREAS, upon receipt of such correspondence, the Town Board feels it is in the best interest of the Town of Stafford to authorize the Town Supervisor to execute said Right-of-Way Certificate.

NOW ON MOTION OF  Councilman Duyssen which has been duly seconded by Councilman Pacer, be it 

RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford, that it hereby authorizes and empowers the Town Supervisor to execute the Right-of-Way Certificate for Water District No. 14 on behalf of the Town of Stafford. 

Ayes: 	5	
Nays: 	0	
Absent: 0	

Quorum Present:  X Yes  

Dated: May 11, 2026		
Barbara Radley
Barbara Radley, Town Clerk
Town of Stafford
 

Councilman Panek read a letter from Planning Board Chairman Bill VanAlst regarding a recommendation for a Zoning Change. The Planning Board has asked that the Town Board give the Planning Board until after their May meeting to give the recommendation and have the recommendations for the Town Board at the June meeting.

Councilman Young asked Charlie Giacchino if the flags on Transit Rd. had been replaced at the signs explaining the requirements for weight limits, yes they have. There has been no communication regarding the request to limit the speed on Transit Rd.

The Day of Caring is May 21, the volunteers will be in Stafford at Ilette Park as well as Emery Park to trim, weed, and work on painting and staining the picnic tables and supports of the pavilions. 

A Thank You to Tom Radley for clearing of the fallen trees at the north end of the Town property.

Kim Torrey has been in contact with Councilman Young; the Little League and Softball teams have limited use of the fields in LeRoy and are asking that the Town allow this organization to make appropriate ball diamonds at Emery Park. This organization will do all the fundraising and work necessary. This will require Town Board approval and a proposal will be presented at the next meeting.

Councilman Panek spoke of a meeting that was held regarding Water District 14. The Town of Bethany Supervisor met with our engineers and two Board members. Funding for WD 14 has been approved along with approval from the County and State. Rural Development is still in process.

Councilman Pacer thanked Mr. Pontillo for informing him when work is being done on the neighboring property. He is very happy with the progress, Thank You again.

Councilman Duyssen wishes Supervisor Clement a very Happy Birthday.

Town Clerk Radley reported that the engineers have sent a sample letter to be sent to the residents of WD 14 explaining the process of obtaining water to dispel any rumors and to keep those residents informed. It just arrived and there was no time to add it to the information given tonight. 

She also Thanked Mr. Pontillo for the work done at the Thompson property, it is looking very good.

Councilman Duyssen made a motion to pay Abstract 5 in the amount of $62,075.66 which includes $42,389.99 for General Fund and $19,685.67 for Highway Fund, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Councilman Young made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20pm, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
