TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
APRIL 13, 2026 DRAFT

Supervisor Clement called the meeting to order at 7:30pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance were Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer, Highway Superintendent Boldt and Town Clerk Radley. Councilman Panek was absent.
Others attending were, Bruce Scofield, Janet Ward from Catalyze, Amy Swanson, Dale Worthington, Cathy Worthington, Laura Pontillo, James Pontillo, Charlie Giacchino, Dale Thompson, Danette Gray, Tony Prinz, Andrew Darling, Beth Carr, Harold Leanos, Eli McWhinney.
Bruce Scofield spoke about his experience with the Town of Stafford; he is not a Stafford resident but owns a business in Stafford. He has been involved in Stafford for 25 years and in that time he has had many dealings with our Town trying to get his business established. The Town of Stafford has been known for the Red Osier and the Stafford Carnival; lately, he has been asked as a business owner what is going on in Stafford? This has always been a welcoming town and very cohesive. Now, it is known for the Pontillo property; Video News has portrayed the Board in a bad way and the comments on this site have trashed the Town Board. Mr. Scofield is asking for  the comments to be shut down because the public is judging the Town wrongly. 
The Town Board pay has been in question; in his opinion the pay is not enough for the grief given to them.
Mr. Scofield shared his experiences with the Town; that in the beginning there was some controversy. From this experience he has met on a one-to-one basis with the Board members and has met in the middle to settle any differences. He would like to see the community come together and to not have the Video News bring such a bad light to the Town of Stafford. 
He has high praise for our Town Board and the efforts that are put into the job they do.
Cathy Worthington shared that she agrees with Bruce and would like to meet with Councilman Young and Supervisor Clement to ask her questions directly.
Mrs. Worthington also asked about the questions she asked last month. Will the Financial Report be put on the website? No.
The interest in NYCLASS was questioned as to where it goes. General Fund.
What debt do we have? The Water Districts and Highway Department are the only debt we have.
The Town Board pay has been in question, why so much? Councilman Young has investigated this, some towns pay more, some less and some have Secretaries to the Supervisor; when put all together, it is relatively the same.
James Pontillo spoke about trying to work with the Board; he asked for Executive Session and that never happened.
Mr. Pontillo reported that he is helping Dale Thompson to clean his property. He also commented that it would be nice for residents to reach out to help those that need a helping hand.
Charlie Giacchino requests that the flags on the signs both north and south on Transit Rd. be replaced, they are faded and ragged.
Dale Worthington asked about the Welcome to Stafford sign at Rt 237 and 33, it is need of repair; the Town will look into getting it fixed.
Harold Leanos asked if the Town had any idea what is going on by his house and Stafford Painters? It is a State project with cones, etc. no one knows and advised Harold to stop at the DOT building and ask them.

Councilman Young  made a motion to accept the Financial Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 4-0 vote.
Councilman Young made a motion to approve the March 9, 2026 meeting minutes, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 4-0 vote.
Councilman Pacer  made a motion to approve the Fire Department Report, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 4-0 vote.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Your Stafford volunteer fire department answered 32 calls in the month of March Included were many EMS calls, 3 structure fires, 1 MVA,  2 fire service calls and CO gas call.
The department members also completed 90 man hours of training in the month of March included topics: our yearly brush fire training, quarterly SCBA training, and building construction review  
Please remember the DEC burn ban is in effect until May 14th 2026 
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information.

Tim Eckdahl

Fire Chief
Stafford Fire Department Inc
951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road
PO Box 56
Stafford NY 14143




Councilman Young made a motion to approve the Code and Zoning Officer Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 4-0 vote.
CODE AND ZONING REPORT
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report March 2026
Permits Etc.
#7-26 8739 Seven Springs Road Roof Top Solar 		$35.00
#8-26 5690 Clinton Street Road Generator			$35.00
#9-26 6154 Main Road Garage					$50.00
#10-26 8519  Morganville Road Area Variance		$75.00
Fire on East Morganville Rd. House has been secured Code school finished and certificates received DOS 1203 report filed for 2025 with DOS
Several follow ups fire and life safety issues Seven Springs Road 
First court appearance 8902 Rt. 237
Many information requests from contractors and real estate agents Starting to get the usual spring property maintenance complaints
Gene Sinclair

Councilman Young made a motion to approve the Assessor Report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 4-0 vote.

APRIL 13, 2026             REPORT FROM ASSESSOR
On March 16 we received the Tentative Railroad ceiling values
As a result of the reassessment, I have had 85 requests for a copy of the comparables that were used on properties, I have done 84 informal hearings, 4 requests for walkthroughs, 11 people who have said they will attend Grievance and have been scheduled an appointment time.
Due to the number of people that are anticipated to want to Grieve their assessment through the Board of Assessment Review, I am asking that people schedule an appointment time so that people are not sitting around waiting for hours to be heard.  I have already scheduled 8 people.  Appointments are being made over 15-minute intervals. If they do not schedule an appointment time, they will have to wait until there is a lull between scheduled appointments, or at the end of all the scheduled appointments, and they will be taken on a first come, first serve basis according to the sign in sheet.
I have completed the mandated Mobile Home Park spreadsheet and returned to Tax and Finance.  This must be done annually to ensure that the right homeowners are receiving the Star Credit check.
Tax and Finance has delivered 3 Star reports (Voluntary Exemption Removal, Income Greater than $250,000, Enhanced Eligibility).  I have reviewed all the reports and made the necessary changes that Tax and Finance has indicated.
On April 8th, the State notified us and the County that they have established our equalization rate at 100% for this year.

Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve Resolution 11 Mowing Contract with the Stafford Fire Department, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a Roll Call vote.
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes






RESOLUTION 11					DATED: APRIL 13, 2026

APPROVAL OF MOWING CONTRACT WITH THE STAFFORD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
WHEREAS the Stafford Volunteer Fire Department needs services for mowing the grounds of the Fire Department at 6153 Main Rd., Stafford, NY, and,
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford Highway Department has the means to assist in this matter and,
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford has an Agreement for Mowing Services contract written to be approved by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford and the Stafford Volunteer Fire Department and,
WHEREAS the contract states the time frame for the services to be performed as from April 1, 2026 to October 31, 2026 on a weekly basis for a fee of $4,544.60 per year payable on November 15, 2026. This is subject to renewal on a yearly basis.
THEREFORE, the Town of Stafford will enter into a contract with the Stafford Volunteer Fire Department for mowing the grounds at the Stafford Volunteer Fire Department, 6153 Main Rd. Stafford, NY weekly and to be paid $4,544.60 per year  payable November 15,2026. This may be renewed on a yearly basis.

Offered by: Councilman Pacer
Second by: Councilman Duyssen
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to approve Resolution 12 Allowing Roadside Mowing for NYSDOT, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 4-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 12					DATED: APRIL 13, 2026

ALLOWING ROADSIDE MOWING FOR NYSDOT
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford would like the Highway Department to enter into a contract with the NYSDOT for roadside mowing and,
WHEREAS the Town Board of the Twon of Stafford agrees to allow the Highway Department to enter into a contract with the NYSDOT for roadside mowing.
THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford allows the Highway Department to enter into a contract with the NYSDOT for roadside mowing.
Offered by: Councilman Duyssen
Second by: Councilman Young
Approved on a 4-0 vote.

Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 13 Accepting Information for Water District 14, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call vote.
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes


RESOLUTION 13						DATED: April 13, 2026


Councilman Young made a motion to approved Resolution 14 Authorize Supervisor to Sign Amended Agreement with Municipal Solutions in Connection with Water District 14, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call vote.
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes




RESOLUTION 14					DATED: APRIL 13, 2026

AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN AMENDED AGREEMENT WITH MUNICIPAL SOLUTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH WD #14
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford has a 2024 agreement with Municipal Solutions for financial matters regarding Water District No. 14; and,
WHEREAS Municipal Solutions in order to provide services to the Town beyond hose previously retained, and in order to remain compliant with all applicable State and Federal regulations, has sent an amendment to their initial agreement regarding Water District No. 14 for the Town Board’s review and consideration; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed the amendment and finds the terms therein agreeable; and
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Stafford, that it hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign the amendment to the 2024 Municipal Solutions agreement.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by: Councilman Pacer


Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek			Absent	
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes


Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve Resolution 15 Authorize Supervisor to Sign Agreement with Barclay Damon for Bonding Water District 14, second by Councilman Young and approved on a Roll Call vote.
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

RESOLUTION 15					DATED: APRIL 13, 2026
AUTHORIIZE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO SIGN AGREEMENT WITH BARCLAY DAMON FOR BONDING WD # 14
WHEREAS the Town of Stafford is seeking a bonding company for bonding  Water District #14 and,
WHEREAS a Letter of Engagement and Retainer has been sent by Barclay Damon to retain their services for Water District #14 and
WHEREAS the letter is requesting the Supervisor to sign this agreement
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Stafford Town Board authorizes Supervisor Clement to sign the Letter of Engagement and Retainer with Barclay Damon to administer the Bond for Water District #14 
Offered by: Councilman Pacer
Second by: Councilman Young
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 16 Accepting Annual Financial Report 2025, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a Roll Call vote.
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes

RESOLUTION 16				DATED: APRIL 13, 2026
ACCEPTING ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2025
WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has received the Annual Financial Report from our Accounting Firm of Local Government Support Services and,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Stafford acknowledges and accepts the Annual Financial Report (AFR) from the Accounting Firm of Local Government Support Services.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by:	Councilman Pacer
Approved on a Roll Call Vote:
Councilman Panek			Absent
Councilman Young		Yes
Councilman Duyssen		Yes
Councilman Pacer			Yes
Supervisor Clement		Yes
Councilman Pacer discussed the request by the attorneys of Carolina Eastern Crocker to change the wording in our zoning law.  There were questions about this request and clarification. The section in question discussed, stabling of animals within 500 feet of the storage of chemicals and 100 feet from a residential property among other stipulations. It was asked if there was a list of all chemicals stored at the Town Hall.  After a discussion with residents, Councilman Pacer made a motion to forward this to the Planning Board for their input, second by Councilman Young and passed on a 4-0 vote.
The Sleds of Stafford has sent a request for using a portion of the Town of Stafford land for the upcoming 2026-2027 winter for their snowmobile trail. Councilman Young made a motion to authorize Supervisor Clement to sign the letter allowing the Sleds of Stafford to use Town land for snowmobiling purposes, second by Councilman Pacer and passed on a 4-0 vote.
A Host Agreement has been presented to the Town of Stafford from Catalyze Solar Project and was discussed. Our Town Attorney Eli McWhinney and Janet Ward from Catalyze were present to explain the Host Agreement with the amounts listed and stipulations that were included in the agreement. After a lengthy discussion it was decided to table this discussion until all Board members were present to make an informed decision.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to pay Abstract #4 2026 in the amount of $129.268.03, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 4-0 vote. This includes General Fund in the amount of $45,487.08, Highway Fund in the amount of $83,019.70, and Capital Fund in the amount of $761.25.
Councilman Young reported that he has composed a letter to be sent to all residents. This letter is a general informational letter about the Town Code for property maintenance. Many residents may not know about the specifics, this letter may alleviate problems in the future and cut down on attorney and court fees.
Town Clerk Radley reported that the tax season has ended. Mrs. Radley and her Deputy Jane Scott has settled with the County and has settled to the penny for the fifth consecutive year.
Councilman Pacer reported that he has been on the Board for 32 years and will not seek reelection in a year and a half.
Councilman Young made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 pm, second by Councilman and Pacer approved on a 4-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
