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Happy Spring to all! It sure has been an “Old Fashioned” winter. Our Highway Crew has been very busy keeping up with the clearing of the snow, THANK YOU.
Water District #12 is completed and we are starting to work on Water District #14. The paperwork has started, but it will be a while before the water is turned on for them. 
The Town-Wide water project is in the thought process but will be awhile before we see it come to fruition. We are waiting for the County to finish phase 3 and we have no timeline for this. Please be patient as we are also trying to be patient for this project.

TOWN CLERK NEWS
The Town Clerk’s Office has been very busy collecting taxes among other duties since January. I am happy to report that Jane and I have collected over 90% of the taxes so far. 
Thanks to all of you for keeping current the dog licenses. We are doing very well with the census and collecting the fees for the fur babies.
This year we will have the Day of Caring from the United Way to help us with the weeding and sprucing up of Illette and Emery Parks. This is a free service and they always do such a great job making our parks look nice all summer long.
Don’t forget to sign up for a tree to decorate in December for our Christmas season and take the decorations down in January. This is a free service from our Town for Town residents only and it really does help make Ilette Park more festive.
I am happy to serve you and am grateful for the support that is given to me and my trusted Deputy/Teammate Jane.
Have a happy and safe Spring and Summer.
Barb Radley, Town Clerk/Tax Collector



REPORT FROM EMERY PARK

New ADA compliant material has replaced stone under the recreation equipment at the park.
The Handicapped game has been relocated to a better accessible area for challenged children.
Emery Park should be open by May 1st including the walking track in the back of the bathrooms.
Reservations are being made at the Town Hall for your upcoming events. Please use this website to reserve the park at townofstafford.org or call the Town Clerk at 344-1554 ext. 104. This is on a first come first served basis. This year we have a new form to fill out and return to confirm your reservation; without this form your reservation will not be guaranteed.
The Youth Recreation is scheduled for June 29 to August 7th this year. Keep an eye out for
 sign-ups; they will be listed on our Town website townofstafford.org.

Terry Young
Park Supervisor









Assessor’s Report 
Senior Citizens School Property Tax Exemption from 50% to 65%
This change is optional, meaning each taxing jurisdiction (school, town, village, county, etc.) must choose whether to adopt the higher exemption. Each jurisdiction must follow their local procedures for passing a resolution and/or local law.
If adopted, this would create additional annual income categories and corresponding exemption percentages.
As of this newsletter article, no municipality (County, Town, School, Village) has adopted this.
Veterans with Service-Connected Disabilities Exemption
Governor Hochul has signed a bill to allow for a disability exemption for veterans with a 100 percent disability rating – please read carefully!
The Governor has signed bill S.01183 / A.00074, which establishes a new real property tax exemption related to veterans with service-connected disabilities. Please read the following carefully, as the scope of this legislation is very specific.
The exemption is automatic. This would take effect as of March 1, 2027.
This is NOT a blanket exemption for all veterans with a 100% disability rating. Despite public perception, the law does not provide a total exemption for all veterans receiving a 100% disability compensation rating from the VA.
To qualify, a veteran must meet all the following criteria:
•	Have a qualifying condition under NYS Veterans’ Services Law, defined as:
o	Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), or
o	Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), or
o	Military Sexual Trauma (MST), or
o	Be a discharged LGBT Veteran with an other-than-dishonorable or bad conduct discharge; and
•	Have a 100% disability rating with a Permanent and Total designation from the VA; and
•	Have a Total Disability based on Individual Unemployability (TDIU) designation from the VA; and
•	Qualify for the VA’s specially adapted housing grant.
•	This new exemption is an additional exemption.  It does not remove any previous exemptions for which a veteran may qualify.

Unless all these statutory requirements are met, the veteran is not eligible for the total exemption even if the taxing jurisdiction has adopted the local option.

Highway News Spring 2026

As we finish one of the longest and hardest winters in many years, we are making plans for summer road work. These are some projects we are hoping to do this summer. Hot mix paving Griswold Rd., from Rt 237 to the Byron Rd., stone and oil surface treatments to Buckley Rd.,  Rt 5 to Randall Rd., Thwing Rd., Griswold, RT 33 to LeRoy line, Ivison Rd., Waterman Rd. 
Some of the Bid pricing are coming in now, the numbers are not very good at all, with increases in all products and supplies needed. We will try to do as much work as we can with the money the town and state give the department to use.
The water filling station is available at the highway garage. The brush pile is for Town Residents only.  If you have a contractor doing work please call ahead.  Hopefully soon we will have work completed at Emery park weather permitting.   If you have any Questions regarding Highways or work being done please get a hold of the Town Clerks office.  
Thank You,
  Steve Boldt,  Stafford Highway Supt




CODE AND ZONING
 Spring is slowly coming. I am your Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer.
This office is your gate way to:
•	Permits, Issues for the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. It is also where complaints are registered.
•	Where most of my time is spent answering and investigating complaints. Most of which are covering the NYS Property Maintenance Code. Most of the complaints are about junk, debris, and non-road worthy vehicles. Lets all try to work with our neighbors to work these issues out before the become legal issues which are expensive to the Town and people involved. 
Thanks for reading,
Gene Sinclair
Code an Zoning Officer for the Town of Stafford

STAFFORD PLANNING BOARD NEWS N’ NOTES
Spring, 2026

Welcome to Spring in Stafford!  At least we all hope it will get here soon.  And with Spring comes the urge to build, remodel, add on, etc.  Remember, you most likely need a zoning permit and a building permit for that work.  Stop into the Town Hall and see the ZEO/CEO, Gene Sinclair, to be sure!

We would like to welcome our “newest” member to the Planning Board.  Lucas Torrey, who has been the Planning Board Alternate member, was appointed in June of 2025 to fill the remaining term of Paul Tenney, who stepped away after many years of service on the Planning Board. We want to thank Paul for his efforts on the Planning Board and wish him well in his future endeavors.  And we welcome Lucas’s insight and knowledge of the Town as our newest full-time member.

As a result, there is an opening for a new Alternate on the Planning Board for the Town.  If you are interested, please send a letter and brief resume to the Stafford Town Clerk.

The Planning Board meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month.  To be placed on the agenda, an application must be submitted at least eight (8) days before the meeting date itself.  This gives the Planning Board time to review the applications ahead of time, make sure all needed information is provided, and become familiar with the sites prior to the actual meeting.  Applications must be submitted to the Zoning Enforcement Officer for the Town, who then passes them on to the Planning Board Chairman to put them on the agenda.  

As always, residents are welcome to attend any of our meetings.  Meeting agendas are posted on the Town’s website generally on the Friday before a scheduled meeting.  Check with the Town Clerk to verify the meeting date and time.

Stafford United Methodist Church
Come visit our small loving church any Sunday at 10:15 with Pastor Eric McHugh (585-532-8412) and Organist Joann Collier for worship and fellowship.
May 3rd 2 pm Spring Tea: Invite your friends to have tea, finger sandwiches and sweet treats. Basket Raffle and so much more on a warm Sunday afternoon.  Cost $20     
Rummage Sale household items, toys and more. No clothes.  Have items to donate, information will be forthcoming. (Summer)
Need a handicap accessible location for an event, party or meeting? Contact Catherine @ 409-0800 for pricing and assistance





Morganville United Church of Christ

Morganville United Church of Christ opens its doors to anyone and everyone, seeking refuge and respite from the stress of daily living. Each week, you will find acceptance, laughter and support as we spend time worshiping together. Come and experience the love of God as we live out the mandate to “Love you neighbor as yourself”.

Our service begins at 10:00 am each week. Every third Sunday it’s followed by an hour of food and fellowship”.

For more information, contact Pastor Jim Morasco at 585-813-7416.


Stafford Historical Society News
The Stafford Historical Society will be hosting guest speaker Tyler Angora on May 20, 2026 at 6:30 pm at the Stafford Town Hall.  Mr. Angora will be providing a dynamic presentation about Ingham University, the first university to be exclusively for women in the United States.  The University was founded in 1837 and was located in the Village of LeRoy.  It operated for over 50 years.  Don't miss this chance to learn about this remarkable institution and its lasting impact on women's education.  This engaging presentation promises to bring a fascinating chapter of our region's past to life!

After several years of hiatus, the Stafford Historical Society will once again be awarding a $500 scholarship to a Class of 2026 graduate that resides in Stafford.  The scholarship has been renamed the Jean Ianni and Linda Call Memorial Scholarship.  Jean and Linda dedicated an enormous amount of energy and time to the Historical Society and this tribute is a fitting way to honor their lasting impact on our community.   The deadline to apply is April 22nd.  Application information was provided to all local school districts and can also be found in this Newsletter.





Stafford Historical Society Jean Ianni and Linda Call 
Memorial Scholarship
 The Stafford Historical Society is pleased to announce it is accepting applications for the Jean Ianni and Linda Call Memorial $500 Academic Award. High school seniors residing in the Town of Stafford who have applied and been accepted to an institution of higher education for the fall of 2026 are encouraged to apply.
This competition invites high school seniors, who will be attending an institution of higher learning (a 2- or 4-year college, community college, trade school, business school or equivalent higher education institution) to apply. To apply, the student needs to show a commitment to education, citizenship and/or community. Preference will be given to students pursuing study in history, political science, museum studies or education.
To be eligible, applicants must be a high school senior residing in the Town of Stafford and who has applied and been accepted to an institution of higher education for the fall 2026 semester. 
•	Please submit a cover letter containing contact information (including address, phone number, email address) and a brief description of your high school activities and academic history.
•	Submit an essay of 250 words or less describing your future plans (name of school you will attend, academic program, career goals, etc.) and telling our selection committee why you feel you deserve our scholarship.
•	Mail your correspondence to Stafford Historical Society, C/O Town Clerk, P O Box 52, Stafford, NY 14143
•	Applications should be submitted by April 22, 2026
The Stafford Historical Society was founded in 1982, and is committed to the mission of documenting, preserving and presenting the history of the Town of Stafford through collections, exhibits, research and educational programs. In keeping with its educational mission, we offer this scholarship.
Catherine Johnston and Barbara Radley, Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs


Local Couple Recognized for Conservation Efforts
Robert and Michelle Wood were recently recognized as the 2025 Conservation Farm of the Year by the Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District.   The Woods operate a 415-acre farm in Stafford that is within the Black Creek Watershed.  They were recognized by the Conservation District for their decade's long commitment to conservation practices and stewardship of the land.  The award was presented at the 22nd Annual Celebrate Agriculture Dinner in Alexander, NY.  The Woods were also presented with proclamations from State Senator George Borrello and State Assemblyman Steve 
Hawley.



Betterment Committee of Stafford NY

The Betterment Committee of Stafford NY is a volunteer group dedicated to bringing our community together through events, projects, and local initiatives. The committee currently has five board members and ten active members who share a commitment to strengthening community pride and connection in our town.
Our mission is to foster community pride, strengthen connections among residents, and enhance the quality of life in Stafford through volunteerism, events, and local initiatives. We strive to preserve Stafford’s heritage, support its growth, and create welcoming experiences that bring people together while building a vibrant and inclusive future for all.
The committee is currently working on fundraising efforts, planning community events, and pursuing nonprofit status to better support future projects.
Upcoming Events
•	Junk in the Trunk – Red Osier parking lot - June 13, July 11, and August 8
•	Music in the Park – Emery Park - June 16, July 21, and August 18
•	Car and Craft Show – Emery Park – August 23

Follow us on Facebook for updates and future events: Betterment Committee of Stafford NY

New members are always welcome.
P.O. Box 113, Stafford, NY 14143
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