TOWN OF STAFFORD TOWN BOARD MEETING
MARCH 9, 2026 DRAFT

Supervisor Clement opened the Regular meeting at 7:30pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance were Councilman Panek, Councilman Young, Councilman Duyssen, Councilman Pacer, and Town Clerk Radley, Highway Superintendent Boldt was absent.
Others attending were Emma Wolfe, Dale Worthington, Cathy Worthington, Amy Swanson, Laura and James Pontillo, Donna Voorhees, Anita Taylor, Robert Reynolds, Deb Smith, Richard Costa, Jeff Lathan, Charlie Giacchino.
Dale Worthington spoke about the Town Board members not facing the public during meetings; there are two chairs not facing the public because of the way the table is designed.
James Pontillo spoke about the property across the road from the Town Hall and mentioned that the public should get together and help him clean the property.
Cathy Worthington spoke on financial matters; her concerns were the Financial Report, balances, interest made on accounts, debt owed, and the Town Board salaries.
Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Financial Report, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Young  made a motion to approve the February 9, 2026 Meeting Minutes, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Pacer made a motion to approve the Fire Department Report, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Your Stafford volunteer fire department has  answered 25 calls in the month of February Included were many EMS calls, 3 structure fires, barn collapse, fire service calls and 3 emergency gas calls.
The department members also completed 102 man hours of training in the month of February included topics: yearly hazmat refresher, year Blood borne pathogens and sexual harassment, rescue sled training.
Please check that your CO detectors and smoke alarms are functioning correctly.  
We are accepting applications to join the fire department.
Please Stop by any Monday night from 6:30-9:00pm and talk to a fire fighter, EMT, fire police for more information.

Tim Eckdahl
       Fire Chief
Stafford Fire Department Inc
951@staffordvfd.org
6153 main road
PO Box 56
Stafford NY 14143
Councilman Duyssen  made a motion to approve the CEO/ZEO Report, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0 vote.
CEO/ZEO REPORT
Code Enforcement/Zoning Report February 2026
Permits Etc.
#3-26	Land separation 8618 Buckley Road	$75.00
#4-26	Generator installation 8547 Prole Road	$35.00
#5-26	Land Separation Rich1nond Road(Kent)	$75.00
#6-26	Garage 9845 Roanoke Road	$50.00

Making arrangements for various inspections 8904 Rt. 237 Next Court Date 04-02-26.
Review status solar 5&6 Nothing new yet.
New house Fotch Road framing and insulation inspections Advised as to what further inspections before C of O to be issued.
Preliminary application for fiber optic lines on Bater/Sweetland Roads Code School RIT March 9th through March 11
GENE SINCLAIR
Councilman Panek made a motion to approve the Assessor Report, second by Councilman Young and approved on a 5-0 vote.
ASSESSOR REPORT
MARCH 9, 2026             REPORT FROM ASSESSOR
Taxable Status Date, March 1, has come and gone.  The last 6 weeks were extremely busy with residents bringing in their exemptions before the March 1 deadline and going to homebound residents for their exemptions.
Change of assessment notices went out in the mail on March 2.  That means people will be calling for informal hearings.
The LeRoy assessor has graciously offered to help with informal hearings so that we may see as many people as we can before we have to close the roll to allow the County to run the Tentative Roll before May 1st.
On February 5th we received our Tentative Telecommunication values
On February 4th we received our Special Franchise values.
Senior Citizens School Property Tax Exemption from 50% to 65%
This change is optional, meaning each taxing jurisdiction (school, town, village, county, etc.) must choose whether to adopt the higher exemption. Each jurisdiction must follow their local procedures for passing a resolution and/or local law.

If adopted, this would create additional annual income categories and corresponding exemption percentages.
As of now, no municipality (County, Town, School, Village) has adopted this.
Veterans with Service-Connected Disabilities Exemption
Governor Hochul has signed a bill to allow for a disability exemption for veterans with a 100 percent disability rating – please read carefully!
The Governor has signed bill S.01183 / A.00074, which establishes a new real property tax exemption related to veterans with service-connected disabilities. Please read the following carefully, as the scope of this legislation is very specific.
The exemption is automatic. This would take effect as of March 1, 2027.
This is NOT a blanket exemption for all veterans with a 100% disability rating. Despite public perception, the law does not provide a total exemption for all veterans receiving a 100% disability compensation rating from the VA.
To qualify, a veteran must meet all the following criteria:
•	Have a qualifying condition under NYS Veterans’ Services Law, defined as:
o	Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), or
o	Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), or
o	Military Sexual Trauma (MST), or
o	Be a discharged LGBT Veteran with an other-than-dishonorable or bad conduct discharge; and
•	Have a 100% disability rating with a Permanent and Total designation from the VA; and
•	Have a Total Disability based on Individual Unemployability (TDIU) designation from the VA; and
•	Qualify for the VA’s specially adapted housing grant.
•	This new exemption is an additional exemption.  It does not remove any previous exemptions for which a veteran may qualify.

Unless all these statutory requirements are met, the veteran is not eligible for the total exemption even if the taxing jurisdiction has adopted the local option.
Councilman Young made a motion to approve Resolution 10, Accepting Information on Water District 14, second by Councilman Duyssen and approved on a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTION 10						DATED: March 9, 2026

STAFFORD TOWN BOARD ACCEPTS INFORMATION FROM
WATER DISTRICT # 14 
WHEREAS the Town Board has received information regarding Water District #14  and,
WHEREAS the Town Board reviewed the information,
THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Stafford has reviewed the information and accepts the information for Water District #14.
Offered by: Councilman Young
Second by: Councilman Duyssen
Approved on a 5-0 vote.
Councilman Pacer made a motion to authorize Supervisor Clement to sign the letters to Senators Shumer and Gillibrand and House of Representative Tenney, second by Councilman Panek and approved on a 5-0 vote.
The GAM schedule was reviewed and will be decided next month.
Councilman Duyssen made a motion to pay Abstract 3 in the amount of $66,052.02, including General Fund $15,767.53, Highway Fund $47,226.88, Capital Fund $3,057.61, second by Councilman Pacer and approved on a 5-0  vote.
Councilman Young reported that the ADA requirements for our park equipment has been met. The new equipment has been properly installed with the bedding material and ready for use. Interviews were conducted for a new Financial Clerk and the candidates look good; no decisions were made at this time. Connie Carhart is filling in for us again, THANK YOU Connie.
Town Clerk Radley reported on the receiving of taxes. All but approximately 70 bills have been received from a total of 1600 plus bills.
Councilman Panek reported on the equalization rates for our assessments. 
Supervisor Clement made a motion to adjourn at 8:36 pm, second by Councilman Panek and approved 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted
Barbara Radley
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
