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STAFFORD PLANNING BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 17, 2025 
PRESENT:

Bill Vanalst


Chairman




Sharon Valyear-Gray
Board Member




Lindsay Yoder

Board Member




Anita Taylor


Board Member




Lucas Torrey

Board Member




Barb Radley


Secretary

ABSENT:

Carol Queal


Board Member




Richard Squires

Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT: Connie Carhart, Sutton Carhart, Barbie Starowitz, Andrew Darling

Chairman VanAlst stated that Carol Queal will not be at this meeting because of illness and Richard Squires will not be at this meeting because of a Christmas Concert; there is a quorum so we may proceed.

Sharon Valyear-Gray made a motion to accept November 19, 2025 minutes as written, second by Anita Taylor and approved on a 5-0 vote.

OLD BUSINESS

The CDG 5 & 6 Solar Project update: at this point, we are waiting for a legal description to be reviewed by our engineers, CPL and the attorneys. The applicant, Janet Ward, indicated that she is still working out details with the County and Power Company. 

Our engineer is working with the Code Officer to make a checklist for the building permit for this project as requested by the applicant.

Our attorney and Code Officer are working on a letter to summarize requirements for the building permit; the project has been approved; we are waiting for finalization from the applicant.

NEW BUSINESS

No New Business to report.

The County has sent all Towns a letter asking for resolutions to oppose any further large solar projects; the County is adamantly against any big solar projects. Stafford has approved a resolution and sent it to the County.

Wisniewski Law Firm from Webster, NY has drafted a letter to amend the law, locals are being left out of decisions, the smaller projects are under local jurisdiction. 

Chairman VanAlst has sent out a notice for winter webinar services; most are scheduled for 6:00-8:00 pm. Anyone wishing to take them may do so, but the training for most has been satisfied for this year.
An email from Stephanie Gutman from FEMA Region 2. There has been an Open House and Preliminary Flood Insurance Map and now it is official. The 90-day appeal period is over; there is a link on the Town website. If there are no appeals, they will move on to the next step to finalize.

The official meeting schedule for 2026 is now set.

A letter was sent from our attorney; they have a new email address and ask that we now add municipal@ddimatteo.com to the individual email address.

Andrew Darling asked if we had anyone who needed a letter sent to the Town Board for reappointment for term that may have expired. Sharon Valyear-Gray is the only one who needs this letter to be sent.

Bill VanAlst made a motion to have the Planning Board send a letter recommending  reappointment of Sharon Valyear-Gray to the Planning Board, second by Lindsay Yoder and approved on a 4-0-1 abstaining vote, Sharon Valyear-Gray abstained.
Connie Carhart was present and asked what needs to be done to separate her properties on Clipnock Rd., she brought pictures of her property and explained how she was planning to move forward. It was explained to her that she needs to speak to the Code Enforcement Officer to proceed with a Land Separation.
Sharon Valyear-Gray made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35pm second by Lindsay Yoder and approved on a 5-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Barb Radley
Secretary

TOWN OF  STAFFORD


Est. March 24, 1820
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